
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED - 2007 

90-1-130. Short title. Sections 90-1-130 through 90-1-135 may be cited as the 
"Native American Economic Development Act of 1999".  

     History: En. Sec. 1, Ch. 512, L. 1999.  

 90-1-131. State-tribal economic development commission -- composition -- 
compensation for members. (1) There is a state-tribal economic development 
commission administratively attached to the department of commerce as 
prescribed in 2-15-121.  
     (2) The commission is composed of 11 members, each appointed by the 
governor to 3-year staggered terms commencing on July 1 of each year of 
appointment, and must include:  
     (a) the state coordinator of Indian affairs;  
     (b) one member from the department of commerce;  
     (c) one member from the governor's office of economic development;  
     (d) one member from each of the seven federally recognized tribes in 
Montana and one member from the Little Shell band of Chippewa Indians. A 
tribal government may advertise for individuals interested in serving on the 
commission and develop a list of applicants from which it may choose its 
nominee to recommend to the governor. In place of choosing from a list of 
applicants, a tribal government may select an elected tribal official to recommend 
for membership on the commission. If a tribal government nominates or 
otherwise recommends more than one person for membership on the 
commission, the governor shall select one individual from among those 
recommended persons.  
     (3) The members of the commission shall elect a presiding officer from among 
the members.  
     (4) Six members of the commission constitute a quorum, and the affirmative 
vote of the majority of the members present is sufficient for any action taken by 
the commission.  
     (5) Any vacancy on the commission must be filled in the same manner as the 
original appointment.  
     (6) Each member of the commission is entitled to reimbursement for 
expenses as provided in 2-18-501 through 2-18-503.  

     History: En. Sec. 2, Ch. 512, L. 1999; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 69, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 460, L. 
2005; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 453, L. 2007.  

 90-1-132. Commission purposes -- duties and responsibilities. (1) The 
general purposes of the commission include:  
     (a) assisting, promoting, encouraging, developing, and advancing economic 
prosperity and employment on Indian reservations in Montana by fostering the 
expansion of business, manufacturing, tourism, agriculture, and community 
development programs;  
     (b) cooperating and acting in conjunction with other organizations, public and 
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private, to benefit tribal communities;  
     (c) recruiting business enterprises to locate on or invest in enterprises on the 
reservations; and  
     (d) identifying, obtaining, and coordinating federal, state, and private sector 
gifts, grants, loans, and donations to further economic development on the Indian 
reservations in Montana.  
     (2) The state-tribal economic development commission shall:  
     (a) determine, with assistance from the tribal business center coordinator and 
the federal grants coordinator in the office of the Indian affairs coordinator, the 
availability of federal, state, and private sector gifts, grants, loans, and donations 
to tribal governments, Indian business enterprises, and communities located on 
Indian reservations in Montana;  
     (b) apply for grants listed in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance for 
which the commission is eligible and which would, if awarded, supply identifiable 
economic benefits to any or all of the Indian reservations in Montana;  
     (c) in cooperation with a tribal government, and when allowed by federal law 
and regulation, assist the tribe in applying for grants listed in the Catalog of 
Federal Domestic Assistance for which an appropriate tribal entity is eligible and 
which would, if awarded, supply identifiable economic benefits to any or all of the 
Indian reservations in Montana;  
     (d) evaluate the apportionment of current spending of federal funds by state 
agencies in areas including but not limited to economic development, housing, 
community infrastructure, business finance, tourism promotion, transportation, 
and agriculture;  
     (e) conduct or commission and oversee a comprehensive assessment of the 
economic development needs and priorities of each Indian reservation in the 
state;  
     (f) notify tribal governments, the governor, the Indian affairs coordinator, and 
the directors of the departments of commerce, agriculture, and transportation, of 
the availability of specific federal, state, or private sector funding programs or 
opportunities that would directly benefit Indian communities in Montana;  
     (g) assist tribal governments and other tribal entities that are eligible for 
federal assistance programs as provided in the most recent published edition in 
the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance in applying for funds that would 
contribute to the respective tribes' economic development;  
     (h) work cooperatively with tribal government officials, the state coordinator of 
Indian affairs, and other appropriate state officials to help foster state-tribal 
cooperative agreements pursuant to Title 18, chapter 11, part 1, that will:  
     (i) enhance economic development on the Indian reservations in Montana; 
and  
     (ii) help the department of commerce to fully implement and comply with the 
provisions of 90-1-105; and  
     (i) provide to the governor, the legislative council, the legislative auditor, and 
to each of the presiding officers of the tribal governments in Montana a biennial 
report that summarizes the activities of the commission.  
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     History: En. Sec. 3, Ch. 512, L. 1999.  

90-1-133. Comprehensive assessment on reservations. (1) The state-tribal 
economic development commission shall conduct an accurate, comprehensive, 
detailed, and objective assessment of economic conditions on each of the Indian 
reservations in the state. In addition to an initial assessment, the commission 
may also require periodic updates of the data and analysis contained in the 
assessment, mainly for the purpose of monitoring progress toward goals and 
objectives set forth by the commission.  
     (2) The commission, the coordinator of Indian affairs, or the governor may 
issue a request for proposals and, on the basis of a competitive bidding process, 
select a qualified researcher or research team from the private sector or a 
college or university to conduct the assessment and report findings and 
conclusions to the commission.  
     (3) If the commission has adequate financial resources, the commission may, 
at its discretion, conduct or commission subsequent followup studies or 
assessments to obtain updated information.  
     (4) An assessment of economic conditions on the Indian reservations in 
Montana must include the consideration of multiple dimensions of economic 
development, including reservation demographics, economic development 
strengths and weaknesses, salient factors relating to economic development, 
natural resources, conditions in the natural environment, human resources, 
financial resources, business assistance programs, job training programs, 
education curriculum, the availability of technical training and assistance, and 
relevant tribal, state, and federal policies.  

     History: En. Sec. 4, Ch. 512, L. 1999.  

90-1-134. No waiver of tribal sovereignty. Sections 90-1-132 and 90-1-133 do 
not constitute or imply any waiver of sovereignty on the part of any of the 
federally recognized tribes in Montana.  

     History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 512, L. 1999.  

  90-1-135. Special revenue accounts. (1) There is an account in the state 
treasury for the receipt of state and private funds and an account in the state 
treasury for the receipt of federal funds for expenditure by the state-tribal 
economic development commission established in 90-1-131.  
     (2) Money in the accounts established in subsection (1) must be used to pay:  
     (a) the commission's administrative costs;  
     (b) the salary, benefits, and administrative expenses of the tribal business 
center coordinator and the federal grants coordinator; and  
     (c) the costs of conducting or commissioning and periodically updating or 
otherwise modifying a comprehensive assessment of economic development 
needs and priorities on each of the Indian reservations in the state.  
     (3) Money in the accounts that is not expended for the purposes identified in 
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subsection (2) may be used for other purposes that the commission considers 
prudent or necessary.  
     (4) Interest and income earned on the money in the accounts must be 
deposited in the accounts for the commission's use.  

     History: En. Sec. 6, Ch. 512, L. 1999; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 69, L. 2001; amd. Sec. 2, Ch. 453, L. 
2007.  

 90-1-105. Functions of department of commerce -- economic development. 
The department of commerce shall:  
     (1) provide coordinating services to aid state and local groups and Indian 
tribal governments in the promotion of new economic enterprises and conduct 
publicity and promotional activities in connection with new economic enterprises;  
     (2) collect and disseminate information regarding the advantages of 
developing agricultural, recreational, commercial, and industrial enterprises 
within this state;  
     (3) serve as an official state liaison between persons interested in locating 
new economic enterprises in Montana and state and local groups and Indian 
tribal governments seeking new enterprises;  
     (4) aid communities and Indian tribal governments interested in obtaining new 
business or expanding existing business;  
     (5) (a) study and promote means of expanding markets for Montana products; 
and  
     (b) provide training and assistance for Montana small businesses and 
entrepreneurs to expand markets for made-in-Montana products;  
     (6) encourage and coordinate public and private agencies or bodies in 
publicizing the facilities and attractions of the state;  
     (7) explore the use of cooperative agreements, as provided in Title 18, 
chapter 11, part 1, for the promotion and enhancement of economic opportunities 
on the state's Indian reservations; and  
     (8) assist the state-tribal economic development commission established in 
90-1-131 in:  
     (a) identifying federal government and private sector funding sources for 
economic development on Indian reservations in Montana; and  
     (b) fostering and providing assistance to prepare, develop, and implement 
cooperative agreements, in accordance with Title 18, chapter 11, part 1, with 
each of the tribal governments in Montana.  

     History: En. 82-3705.3 by Sec. 86, Ch. 348, L. 1974; amd. Sec. 47, Ch. 213, L. 1975; R.C.M. 
1947, 82-3705.3; amd. Sec. 6, Ch. 274, L. 1981; amd. Sec. 3, Ch. 301, L. 1991; amd. Sec. 12, 
Ch. 512, L. 1999; amd. Sec. 1, Ch. 248, L. 2005.  

 

 

http://data.opi.state.mt.us/bills/mca/90/1/90-1-131.htm�

